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Technology Goals and Objectives 
 

Greenville County Schools Technology 

Greenville County Schools is pleased to be able to provide a personal device for every student 
in grades 4K-5 to be used in the classroom to enhance the educational experience. Greenville 
County teachers are preparing students for jobs and careers that will be heavily focused on 
technology. For students, the ability to use technology efficiently to get work done, creatively to 
produce work, and effectively to communicate and collaborate with others will be critical to 
survive the 21st Century workplace. 

We live in a century defined by change. Many political and socioeconomic factors that have 
limited the economies of parts of the world have slowly been removed while huge technological 
advances have been made, allowing universal access to the flattening power of the Internet. 
Ubiquitous access to the Internet has shifted the demand on American students to develop skills 
that prepare them for more than the traditional workplace. Students in America today are no 
longer alone in competing for jobs in America. 

Greenville County believes that it is our responsibility to prepare students for all paths of life 
including future education and future careers, especially careers that do not exist currently. We 
believe we must provide students with the skills necessary to adapt to change in a century that 
has seen change more rapidly than any previous century. 

Goals 

It is the goal of Greenville County Schools to prepare students for the future, even though the 
future is unknown. We must provide students with the tools necessary to adapt and change in a 
world that changes rapidly. The personalized learning initiative will: 

■ Extend student learning beyond the walls of the classroom 

■ Prepare students to be safe, responsible and innovative digital citizens 

■ Engage students in real-world problems by collaborating with others in the classroom 
and across the world 

■ Enable students to take responsibility for their own learning 

■ Provide students with the tools to be successful in their future endeavors in higher 
education and/or careers 

■ Provide equal access to technology and tools to all students in order to provide equal 
opportunities for all students 

 
Personal Device Objectives at Blythe Academy 

The mission of the Personal Learning Device Chromebook Initiative at Blythe Academy is to 
collaboratively foster learning with an engaging and challenging environment that will prepare 
our students for middle school, high school, and beyond. The Chromebook will enable teachers 
to create a student-centered, student-driven environment that encourages innovation and 
creativity. In an ever-growing, globalized society, students will be able to use their personal 
device as a gateway to information, and as a means to collaborate with others. The staff will be 
provided with continual support and professional development to assist in the development of 
high-quality instruction for all students. 
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Goals and Objectives of the Program 

Goal 1: Increase literacy skills through classroom instruction for students including fluency and 
reading for pleasure, and to gain information for personal and academic use. 

■ Objective 1: Provide necessary technology and training for students and teachers to 
facilitate pleasure reading and for informational text. 

■ Objective 2: Provide reading materials to students and staff. 

■ Objective 3: Utilize specific programs/applications for supplemental instruction in 
reading, math, science, and social studies. 

■ Objective 4: Provide supporting accessories for technology for staff and students. 

Goal 2: Increase student achievement by implementing state standards through the use of 
technological applications of informational text. 

■ Objective 1: Utilize tech-books, when available, in science, social studies, ELA, and 
math for instruction. 

■ Objective 2: Implement the use of virtual field trips and video conferencing to fill gaps in 
background knowledge and vocabulary deficits. 

■ Objective 3: Implement literary studies and information analysis in Gifted and Talented 
and English/Language Arts through digital media. 

Goal 3: Blythe Academy teachers will utilize available technology to prepare and engage 
students in 21st Century learning. 

■ Objective 1: Provide professional development for teachers and staff on utilizing tech 
books and e-readers. 

■ Objective 2: Provide students and parents with the skills necessary to engage 
themselves into a digital world. 

■ Objective 3: Provide opportunities for students and parents to become financially 
invested in 21st century education. 

Goal 4: Support the language program at Blythe Academy through the appropriate use of 
technology in the classroom. 

■ Objective 1: Support cultural aspects of our language program by using virtual field trips, 
and virtual pen-pals, as well as collaboration with classes in other countries. 

■ Objective 2: Utilize tech-books in French and Spanish to support science and math 
instruction for FLES and Immersion students. 

■ Objective 3: Provide reading materials to students and parents in the student's target 
language. 
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Digital Citizenship 

 
The 7 Habits of Digital Citizens 

Habit 1 - Be Proactive - You're in Charge 

■ I will post and view information that is appropriate. 

■ I will not visit sites that are inappropriate. 

■ I will use my device for learning. 

■ I will never publish personal details of my life online. 

■ I will always lock or shut down and secure my device. 

■ I will never share my passwords with others. 

Habit 2 - Begin with the End in Mind - Have a Plan 

■ I will have a plan and set goals for how to use technology responsibly. 

Habit 3 - Put First Things First - Work First, Then Play 

■ I will stay on task and remember that technology is a learning tool. 

Habit 4 - Think Win Win - Everyone Can Win 

■ I will use my online “voice” (posting comments, blogs, etc.) to build others up and not 
tear them down 

Habit 5 - Seek First to Understand, Then to be Understood - Listen Before You Talk 

■ I will never publish personal details of myself or others online. 

■ I will not bully or harass other people online. 

■ I will be a good digital citizen and report cyberbullying to an adult. 

■ I will talk to an adult anytime something online makes me uncomfortable. 

Habit 6 - Synergize - Together is Better 

■ I will respect and protect others at all times. 

■ I will work with others without plagiarizing, copying, or putting down others’ ideas. 

Habit 7 - Sharpen the Saw - Balance Feels Best 

■ I will balance technology with taking care of my body by eating right, exercising, and 
getting sleep.  
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Student Pledge for Chromebook Use 
 

■ I will take care of my Chromebook. 

■ I will never leave the Chromebook unattended. 

■ I will never loan out my Chromebook to other individuals. 

■ I will know where my Chromebook is at all times. 

■ I will charge my Chromebook's battery daily. 

■ I will keep food and beverages away from my Chromebook since they may cause 
damage to the device. 

■ I will not disassemble any part of my Chromebook or attempt any repairs. 

■ I will protect my Chromebook by only carrying it while in the case.  I will protect my 
Chromebook by using a Chromebook cover or a backpack with a laptop sleeve.  

■ I will use my Chromebook in ways that are appropriate, meet Greenville County Schools 
and Blythe Academy expectations, and are educational. 

■ I will not place decorations (such as stickers, markers, etc.) on the Chromebook or case. 

■ I will not deface the serial number Chromebook sticker on any Chromebook. 

■ I understand that my Chromebook is subject to inspection at any time without notice and 
remains the property of the Greenville County Schools. 

■ I will follow the policies outlined in the Blythe Academy Chromebook Agreement Form 
while at school, as well as outside the school day. 

■ I will be responsible for all damage or loss caused by neglect or abuse. 

■ I agree to return the Chromebook and power cords in good working condition. 

■ I will be a proactive digital citizen when using my Chromebook. 

■ I understand that my use of the Chromebook is subject to all applicable District policies 
and regulations, including but not limited to the Greenville County Schools Acceptable 
Use Policy, as well any applicable provisions of the Student Handbook and any 
individual building policies and procedures.  
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Strictly Prohibited 
 

Students are strictly prohibited from the following actions while using their Chromebook (Blythe 
Academy reserves the right to modify this list at any time.): 

■ Illegal installation or transmission of copyrighted materials. 

■ Any action that violates an applicable existing or future Board policy and any applicable 
laws. 

■ Sending, accessing, uploading, downloading, or distributing offensive, profane, 
threatening, or obscene material. 

■ Use of chat rooms. 

■ Instant messaging services. 

■ Changing of Chromebook settings (exceptions include personal settings such as font 
size, brightness, etc.) 

■ Spamming-Sending mass or inappropriate emails. 

■ Using the internet to access personal (non-school related) accounts - i.e. non-school 
provided e-mail accounts (yahoo, hotmail), facebook, other social media sites, etc. 

■ Gaining access to other student’s accounts, files, and/or data. 

■ Use of the school’s Internet/E-mail accounts for financial or commercial gain or for any 
illegal activity. 

■ Sending anonymous or misleading communications for any inappropriate purpose via 
any means. 

■ Students are not allowed to give out personal information. This includes, but is not 
limited to, setting up internet accounts including those necessary for chat rooms, Ebay, 
email, etc. 

■ Participation in credit card fraud, electronic forgery or other forms of illegal behavior. 

■ Vandalism (any malicious attempt to harm or destroy hardware, software or data, 
including, but not limited to, the uploading or creation of computer viruses or computer 
programs that can infiltrate computer systems and/or damage software components) of 
school equipment will not be allowed. 

■ Transmission or accessing materials that are obscene, offensive, threatening or 
otherwise intended to harass or demean recipients. 

■ Bypassing the Greenville County Schools web filter through a web proxy.  
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Disciplinary Actions 

 
Misuse of Chromebooks has the potential to earn disciplinary consequences such as, but not 
limited to, lunch detentions, In-School Suspensions, and Out-of-School Suspensions as well as 
loss of Chromebook privileges and/or payment of additional technology fees. Examples of 
conduct warranting disciplinary action include, but are not limited to the following: 
 

■ Leaving Chromebook unattended. 

■ Removal of student ID stickers from Chromebook. 

■ Deleting school installed settings from a Chromebook. 

■ Lack of adequate care for Chromebook, charger, etc. 

■ Resetting Chromebook to factory defaults. 

■ Placing the Chromebook in developer mode. 

■ Adjusting settings on someone else's Chromebook. 

■ Adding a credit card to a Google Account (Google Wallet) to purchase 
music/unapproved apps. 

■ Logging in under personal Google account to download purchased apps for yourself or 
another student(s). 

■ Leaving Chromebook at home. Lack of preparation for classes. 

■ Loaning of student device to other students inside and outside of school. 

■ Failure to utilize protective cases at all times. 

■ Multiple damage instances caused by lack of care for the Chromebook and other 
peripheral devices. 

■ Off task from given assignment (playing games, etc.)  



 

8 

Chromebook Violation Policy 

 
If a student violates any part of the GCS Student Acceptable Use Policy, he/she will be subject 
to the following discipline at Blythe Academy: 

■ Violation 1 – Student will lose Chromebook privileges for the remainder of the day and 
the following school day. 

■ Violation 2 – Student will lose Chromebook privileges for 3 days. 

■ Violation 3 – Student will lose Chromebook privileges for 5 days / 1 week. 

■ Violation 4 – Student will lose Chromebook privileges for 30 days / 1 month. 

■ Violation 5 – Student will have their Chromebook privileges revoked for the remainder 
of the school year. Technology fee will not be refunded. 

When a student loses Chromebook privileges, the Chromebook will remain in teacher’s 
possession. Student may use Chromebook to complete assessments at teacher’s discretion. 
Alternative assignments may be given. At administration’s discretion and on a case-by-case 
basis, different, additional and more serious consequences may be enforced depending on 
frequency and severity of the offense.  
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General Care and Precautions 

 
■ Only use a clean, soft cloth to clean the screen, no cleansers of any type. 

■ Cords and cables must be inserted carefully into the Chromebook to prevent damage. 

■ Chromebooks must remain free of any writing, drawing, stickers, or labels that are not 
the property of Blythe Academy or Greenville County Schools. 

■ Chromebooks must never be left in an unlocked cabinet, unlocked car or any 
unsupervised area. 

■ Students are responsible for keeping their Chromebook battery charged for school each 
day. 

■ Chromebooks are very sensitive to extreme heat and extreme cold therefore leaving 
devices in cars, direct sunlight, etc. that may expose them to these conditions is 
potentially harmful to the device and should be avoided. 

■ DO NOT stack any books, heavy materials, etc. on top of the Chromebook as it could 
cause the device to break. 

■ DO NOT force anything into the ports and slots on the side of the Chromebook. 

■ DO NOT jerk, drop or slam shut the cover of the Chromebook. 

■ DO NOT carry your Chromebook by the screen. Place Chromebook in closed position 
and Sleep mode if you have to move it to another location. 

■ DO NOT put the Chromebook on the floor or on any unstable surface. 

■ DO NOT leave your Chromebook unattended. 

■ DO NOT throw the Chromebook or mistreat it.  
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Blythe Academy Chromebooks  
Frequently Asked Questions 

 

Who will receive Chromebooks at Blythe Academy?   
 Greenville County Schools will provide a Chromebook for all 4K-5th grade 
students at Blythe Academy during the 2020-2021 school year.  
 

When will my child receive his/her Chromebooks? 

 Students at Blythe Academy will receive their Chromebook during LEAP days on 
August 17th-20th.  Students who do not attend a LEAP day will be able to pick up 
their Chromebook on August 21st from 8am-3pm.  Parents will need to show ID to 
pick up their child’s Chromebook. 
 

Is there a fee associated with my child receiving a Chromebook? 

Students will NOT pay an annual technology fee for the 2020-2021 school 
year.  Students will be responsible for the cost of a lost or stolen Chromebook and/or 
charger. 
 

Will my child need a special case for their Chromebook? 

 Students will be expected to have a Chromebook case or a backpack with a 
laptop sleeve to help protect their Chromebook during the 2020-2021 school year. 
 

What will my child be using his/her Chromebook for at school? 

 It is our goal at Blythe Academy that Chromebooks would be used in the 
classroom to enhance learning.  Students will use their Chromebooks to complete 
assignments, research, collaborate with peers and teachers, go on virtual field trips, 
and much more.  Our teachers have been trained on how to use many Chromebook 
tools in the classroom and we look forward to sharing with you the many ways that 
technology is being used throughout Blythe Academy. 
 

What restrictions are in place to keep my child safe online? 

 Chromebooks are installed with District Proxy Software that direct all online 
usage through the Greenville County Schools District Technology filters.  Federal 
Law requires that we monitor ALL online activity of students.  Students are 
responsible for utilizing the Chromebooks for educational purposes both at school 
and off campus, including their home. 
 Internet filters  that are typically active inside Blythe Academy will still apply when 
the student is off campus using non-GCS wifi.  Please note these filters are not 
100% full-proof and it is possible in rare situations that inappropriate websites could 
be accessed inside Blythe and at home.  Students are ultimately responsible for all 
actions taken while on their Chromebook, both at school and outside of school. 
 

What happens if my child damages or breaks his/her Chromebook? 

 Each Chromebook is covered by the Dell Accidental Damage policy.  The Dell 
Accidental Damage policy covers insurance for parts and repair for system-related 
issues or failures from normal use.  If the Chromebook is repaired or replaced the 
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Technology Fee must be paid in full before the laptop is returned to the student. The 
Technology Fee and the Dell Accidental Damage policy does not cover intentional 
damage or damage associated with misuse of the Chromebook.  The school 
reserves the right to assess damages beyond the daily wear and tear of the 
Chromebook and charge the parent/guardian the cost to repair the 
Chromebook.  Parent contact will be made in the event of accidental damage and 
disciplinary action may occur depending on the nature of the accident.   
 The Technology Fee and Dell Accidental Damage policy does not cover 
intentional damage or damage associated with misuse of the 
Chromebook.  Students who deliberately damage a Chromebook will receive 
disciplinary action and the school reserves the right to charge the parent/guardian 
the cost to repair the Chromebook. Deliberate damage to a Chromebook could result 
in a student losing their privilege to use a Chromebook for the remainder of the 
school year. 
 

What happens if my child’s Chromebook is lost or stolen? 

 It is the student’s responsibility to ensure the safety of their Chromebook at all 
times.  The Dell Accidental Damage policy covers repairs, but does not cover the 
cost of replacing a lost or stolen Chromebook.  Students should inform their teacher 
immediately if they lose their Chromebook or think it has been stolen.  The teacher 
will complete the appropriate next steps to help the student locate their 
Chromebook.  The Chromebooks do have software installed that allow Dell’s 
Security Team to track any lost or stolen devices.  However, Dell’s Security Team 
cannot guarantee that a Chromebook will be located or recovered.  Students who 
lose their Chromebook will be responsible for paying the replacement cost of the 
Chromebook. 
 Students are also responsible for the Chromebook charger.  If the Chromebook 
charger is lost or stolen, students will be responsible for paying the replacement cost 
of the charger. 

 

 

THE CURRENT REPLACEMENT COST OF THE CHROMEBOOK IS 

APPROXIMATELY $300. 

THE CURRENT REPLACEMENT COST OF THE CHARGER IS APPROXIMATELY 

$30. 


